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CAGED

. . . It is so urgent that we pass this legislation. We cannot wait any longer. The
injustices to European Americans and Jewish refugees occurred more than 50
years ago. The people who were affected by these policies are dying.
. . . Americans must learn from these tragedies now, before there is no one left.
We cannot put this off any longer. These people have suffered long enough
without official, independent study of what happened to them and without
knowing this Nation recognizes their sacrifice and resolves to learn from the
mistakes of the past that caused them so much pain.
Remarks of U.S. Senator Russ Feingold, May 24,2007
On The Wartime Treatment Study Act
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U.S. Department of
The
Treasury

The US Treasury
gave millions to
establish and
promote the US
Holocaust Memorial
Museum

More than $2 billion
dollars were doled out
by the US Treasury
for the former WWII
Japanese American
internees

Senators,
what shall
we do for
the German
American
victims of
internment?

Shhhhh! If we
ignore them,
maybe they
will go away.

If we stall a bit
longer, soon they
will all die off!
Let’s keep trying to keep
this story off the wire
services
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Do you
have proof
that it
happened?
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German American
internment must
not have occurred!
I have never seen
anything about this
in the main stream
media.

It may have
happened!
didn’t I see
something on
the web:
foitimes.com
GAIC
TRACES

Why do those who claim never
again, NEVER AGAIN, NEVER
AGAIN oppose equal treatment
for German Americans who
shared some of the same
internment camps?
Is it money, ethnicity, or the
desire to shame all WWII events
that are German and advance
all that are Japanese?

Justice
for all?

U.S. States Court of Appeals
D.C. Circuit

Japanese American internees
and organizations are
intervenors in Jacobs v. Barr, a
lawsuit challenging German
American’s exclusion from the
Civil Liberties Act of 1988.
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Why doesn’t his
opening slide include
German American and
Italian American
internment?

During WWII we
did not lock up
German
Americans and
Italian
Americans.

What? This is not what I read
on the internet…
Hmm . .. why is he lying?
Original documents posted on
the web from the FBI, the
DOJ, INS verify German and
Italian Americans were
interned in the very same
camps as Japanese
Americans. Why is he
misleading Americans?
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“We did not lock
up German
Americans” said
former
Congressman
Mineta in 1984,
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Jacobs’ family
interned from
February 1945
to February
1946. 11,000
German
Americans
were interned
across the U.S.

During a 1987
hearing on
internment,
Congressman Frank
asked, “What about
German Americans”
Legislators,
German
Americans did
not dream that
they were
interned!

The Wartime Treatment Study Act, the bill to investigate German American
internment, dies again and again because of a secret hold by an anonymous
senator. This parliamentary procedure by one Senator prevents a motion from
reaching a vote on the Senate floor."

© foitimes.com

S.1356 107th Congress --2001
Title: A bill to establish a commission to review the facts and
circumstances surrounding injustices suffered by European Americans,
Europeans Latin Americans, and European refugees during World War II.
Sponsor: Sen Feingold, Russell D. [WI] (introduced
8/3/2001)
Cosponsors (3)
Latest Major Action: 3/14/2002 Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar
under General Orders. Calendar No. 324.
The bill DIEDSlide 1

H.R.3226 108th Congress ---2003
Title: To establish commissions to review the facts and circumstances
surrounding injustices suffered by European Americans, European Latin
Americans, and Jewish refugees during World War II.
Sponsor: Rep Wexler, Robert [FL-19] (introduced 10/1/2003) Cosponsors (11)
Related Bills: S.1691
Latest Major Action: 10/22/2003 Referred to House subcommittee. Status:
Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border Security, and Claims.
This bill DIEDSlide 1

S.1691 108th Congress ---2003
Title: A bill to establish commissions to review the facts and
circumstances surrounding injustices suffered by European
Americans, European Latin Americans, and Jewish refugees
during World War II.
Sponsor: Sen Feingold, Russell D. [WI] (introduced
10/1/2003)
Cosponsors (4)
Related Bills: H.R.3226
Latest Major Action: 10/16/2003 Placed on Senate Legislative
Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 309.
This bill DIEDSlide 1

S.1354 109th Congress ---2005
Title: A bill to establish commissions to review the facts and
circumstances surrounding injustices suffered by European
Americans, European Latin Americans, and Jewish refugees during
World War II.
Sponsor: Sen Feingold, Russell D. [WI] (introduced
6/30/2005)
Cosponsors (7)
Related Bills: H.R.3198
Latest Major Action: 11/17/2005 Placed on Senate Legislative
Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 296.
This bill DIEDSlide 1

H.R.3198 109th Congress ---2005
Title: To establish commissions to review the facts and circumstances
surrounding injustices suffered by European Americans, European Latin
Americans, and Jewish refugees during World War II.
Sponsor: Rep Wexler, Robert [FL-19] (introduced 6/30/2005) Cosponsors (10)
Related Bills: S.1354
Latest Major Action: 8/23/2005 Referred to House subcommittee. Status:
Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border Security, and Claims.
This bill DIEDSlide 1

S.621 110th Congress 2007
Title: A bill to establish commissions to review the facts and
circumstances surrounding injustices suffered by European
Americans, European Latin Americans, and Jewish refugees during
World War II.
Sponsor: Sen Feingold, Russell D. [WI] (introduced
/15/2007)Cosponsors (7)
Related Bills: H.R.1185
Latest Major Action: 5/4/2007 Placed on Senate Legislative
Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 135.
Senate Reports: 110-62
This bill DIEDSlide 1

H.R.1185 110th Congress ---2007
Title: To establish commissions to review the facts and circumstances
surrounding injustices suffered by European Americans, European Latin
Americans, and Jewish refugees during World War II.
Sponsor: Rep Wexler, Robert [FL-19] (introduced 2/16/2007) Cosponsors (37)
Related Bills: S.621
Latest Major Action: 2/16/2007 Referred to House committee. Status:
Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
This bill DIEDSlide 11
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The Wartime Treatment Study Act

Hertling
Department of Justice

Peter Black
U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum

Prof. Robert A. Abzug
University of Texas
(Austin)

Senator Sessions

Mr. Hertling of the Department of Justice asked both Black and Abzug for
Their opinion of The Wartime Treatment Study Act, S. Bills 621 and 1356…
Black replied that the findings of the bill was “outrageously exaggerated.” Abzug
noted that the treatment of German Americans was “’benign’ and humane”

•
•

Tempe, Arizona
August 25, 2007

•
•
•
•

Fred S. Zeidman,
Chairman, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Council
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW
Washington, DC 20024-2126

•

RE: Enclosed letter to Attorney General Alberto Gonzales, August 23, 2007

•

Dear Chairman Zeidman:

•

On May 8, of this year Richard Hertling, Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, addressed a letter to
Patrick Leahy, chairman of the Judiciary committee, regarding concerns over S.621, the Wartime Treatment
Study Act. According to the letter, a Senior Historian from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
(USHMM) was quoted stating that the claims of European American internees regarding their internment
are “outrageously exaggerated.” In numerous newspapers articles, the Senior Historian has been identified
as Peter Black. Since there are serious issues with Mr. Black’s uninformed bias opinion, I have written to
him requesting that his statements be retracted and a public apology be extended. As a representative of
the USHMM, is it appropriate for Black to publicly diminish the pain and suffering of innocent civilians who
endured arrest, internment and deportation merely because they were branded “enemy aliens” by the
government during WWII?

•

While Peter Black and I have had a brief dialogue on this matter, in my opinion the matter remains
unresolved. In 2001, Black is quoted stating that the contents of the bill (The Wartime Treatment Study Act,
S1356) not only are “outrageously exaggerated” but he “is aware of no historical facts to support” the
conclusions of the bill. .[1]

•

To provide Mr. Black with some historical facts, I forwarded my book, The Prison Called Hohenasperg: An
American boy betrayed by his Government during World War II. Although I am most grateful that the book
has been added to the Memorial Museum’s prestigious library, in no way does it ameliorate the damage of
Mr. Black’s statements that have been used by the Department of Justice to oppose the Wartime Treatment
Study Act.

•

Chairman Zeidman, to even imagine that a Senior Historian at the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum, is responsible for diminishing the civil rights abuses that befell thousands of innocent European
American civilians who were victims of arrest, internment, deportation is appalling.

•

In my letter of July 2, 2007 to Mr. Black I wrote:

•

“To be sure what happened to tens of thousands of German Americans, Italian Americans, and Japanese Americans pales in comparison to the
Holocaust. However, you, of all persons, should realize that Holocaust began when the first innocent victim knowingly was sentenced to his/her fate.
Why would anyone, and in particular someone in your position, want to minimize what befell victims of internment of the United States?”

•

And in my letter of July 14, 2007 to Mr. Black I wrote:

•

“If you used such terms to describe the situation of Americans of German heritage during World War II, then you should strongly consider: 1. Retracting
your statement, 2. Informing Mr. Hertling of your retraction, and most important, 3. Advising Senator Sessions of your retraction.”

•

Since I have seen no evidence of any retraction or correction, I am asking that you as Chairman of the USHMM look into the matter. As a researcher for
over 30 years of WWII European American internment, I can assure you there are plenty of “historical facts to support the conclusions” of European
American internment. It appears, that the Department of Justice is attempting to avoid an investigation into their voluminous records regarding interment
by creating a public façade of opposition by the USHMM. Please do not allow the Department of Justice to conceal a well over due investigation into the
abuses of government action during wartime to innocent civilians, by manipulation.

•

“No one should assert that an event is “outrageously exaggerated,” if they did not experience the event, or they did not research the event.

•

Sincerely,

•
•
•

Arthur D. Jacobs
Major, USAF Retired
A US-born internee at 12

•

cc: Mr. Peter Black, Senior Historian, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

•

Enclosure

•

[1] I have no written documents from Mr. Black on the statements attributed by Mr. Hertling to Mr. Black; however in my correspondence with Mr. Black
to-date, he has not denied any of the statements attributed to him by Mr. Hertling or by Senator Sessions on the Senate floor on June 5, 2007.

COVER UP??

Why are
Germans
on a list of
American
Citizens of
Japanese
Descent

The list
includes
German
Americans

Imagine,
finding
German
American
data

The roster
includes
American
citizens of
German
descent.

You be the Judge!
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Page 57
cited
FBI
file

Page 1
cited
Roster of
Japanese
Citizens

Congress gave the Secretary of the
Interior the authority to include other
historic internment locations for
preservation. Significant numbers of
German American internees, like
myself, are attending these listening
sessions across the country to insist
that German and Italian American
internment sites are preserved not
just Japanese.

This map shows more than 50 sites wherein German Americans
were interned in the United States during World War II.

No preservation of any German American Internment
camp.
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THE PROOF
FBI

HAWAII

More PROOF

Camp Lists

Public Laws for Japanese
Americans
1948: P.L. 80-886
TITLE: Authorizing the Attorney General to adjudicate certain claims resulting from evacuation of certain persons of Japanese ancestry under military orders.
1951: P.L. 82-116
TITLE: Compromise and settlement of Japanese evacuation claims.
1952: P.L. 82-545
TITLE: Removing inequities in compensation of certain Federal employees of Japanese ancestry.
1956: P.L. 84-673
TITLE: Amending the Japanese-American Evacuation Claims Act of 1948, to expedite final determination of the claims.
1960: P.L. 86-782
TITLE: Crediting for retirement and leave purposes of certain internment periods of employees of Japanese ancestry in World War II.
1972: P.L. 92-603
This law allowed Japanese Americans (only) to claim camp wages on their social security (An amendment to the Social SecurityLaw)
1978: P.L. 95-382
TITLE: To provide that Japanese-Americans shall be allowed civil service retirement credit for time spent in World War II internment camps.
1988: P.L. 100-383
TITLE: Implement the recommendations of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians; providing financial compensation only to former Japanese
American internees.
1992: P.L. 102-371
TITLE: To amend the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 to increase the authorization for the Trust Fund under that Act, and for other purposes.
2002: P.L. 107-363
TITLE: To direct the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study of the site commonly known as Eagledale Ferry Dock at Taylor Avenue in the State of Washington for
potential inclusion in the National Park System.
2006: P.L. 109-441
TITLE: To provide for the preservation of the historic confinement sites where Japanese Americans were detained during World War II, and for other purposes.

Public Laws German American

None

German Americans were victims
•
•
•
•
•

Families destroyed
Houses raided
Travel restricted
Declared “Enemy Alien”
While family members served in the
Armed Forces
• Not knowing why they were arrested
• Extreme upheaval caused hardships

German Americans were victims
too!
• EO 9066 also applied
• Presidential Proclamation 2526
• Deported—tagged
– A Germany under siege
– US-born children and infants

• Some died in the camps
• Forced to leave their homes
• Many interned for 3 years after the war

German Americans were victims
also!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Declared as “enemy aliens”
Camera, radios and firearms banned
Required to register and fingerprinted
No charges indicated
No attorneys allowed
No habeas corpus
Economic and emotional hardships

Tagged and deported to Germany

Opening the Record
• Full disclosure
– To the victims of and American Public
– Statement by DOJ that FBI ABC lists were
USELESS for German Americans as well as
Japanese Americans

• Public apology for wartime hysteria to
restore the names of the victims

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
• Write you congressman, and your senator.
– Tell them what you have just learned
– Tell them to support Wartime Treatment Study
Act

• Write the media in your hometown—tell
them what you have learned
• Tell your friends and neighbors of this dark
episode of history

What can you do? (continued)
• Write your school board to request
addition of German American internment
in Social Studies programs
• Give students the opportunity to study the
“whole” WWII internment history
• Encourage Universities to engage in
research regarding WWII internment
across the world.

